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to Mee, and the license will be available 
inAugust. 

The licensure procedure "legitimizes 
our profession, and sets out a list of edu­
cational and professional standards, and 
also sets out a criteria for that license," 
she said. 

Mee's career as a massage therapist be­
gan nearly 15 years ago, when she drove 
around town with her massage table in 
tow; building her clientele solely on word­
of-mouth advertising. 

"In those days, it was mostly as execu­
tive service," she said. "It was pretty much 
a cottage industry." In 1993, Mee, with 
Sandy Ingersoll, opened Natural Touches. 
One year later, Mee founded the Profes­
sional Massage Training Center, which 
has trained about 100 massage therapists 
to date. 

But Mee has already taken on a new 
challenge - and a business partner. "Bar­
bara Sweet, my co-owner, is intricately 
involved with a bunch of changes we are 
making," she said. 

Chief on that list of changes is die re­
construction of a 115-year-old building in 
Springfield's historic district. The 10,000-
square-foot building at 229 E. Commer­
cial St. will be the new home of the Pro­
fessional Massage Training Center in 
January. Mee and Sweet were the general 
contractors for the project, which is near­
ing completion. 

In addition, Mee said that the school is 
in the process of being accredited by the 
Accrediting Commission of Career 
Schools and Colleges of Technology. 

Mee said her feelings about her career 
and accomplishments - past, present and 
future - are positive. "I feel lucky that I 
have been given a tremendous opportu­
nity, and I took the opportunity," she said. 
"Being willing to participate in that ... rve 
been given so much." 


